THE BUILDING OF PROTESTANT ENGLAND
new group, called New England, was separated from and quite
distinct from the old group, called Virginia. An important thing
to note about these colonies is that, finding themselves, unlike
the Spaniards, in a country empty of all save a few savages,
they could not but organize themselves in the manner which
men always adopt when there is no tradition of government—
that is, they grouped themselves in self-governing units—and
the idea of democracy, which is inseparable from very simple
and small communities, took root. Before James died the
situation on the Atlantic seaboard was as follows:
North of somewhere about parallel 35 went the territory
vaguely called Virginia, settlements on the James river and
around it, with four or five thousand inhabitants; then, round
about the mouth of the Hudson, a Dutch settlement, which had
begun at much the same time as Massachusetts, twelve or
thirteen years after Virginia; then the two Puritan settlements
of New England, round about Massachusetts Bay. And north
of these came a few French settlers. No one paid much
attention at the time to the "American plantations" from
England; they were nothing compared to the Spanish Empire,
and, except for Virginian tobacco, which was beginning to be
used, they made little impression upon the English mind.
Their origins are only important to us to-day because they
happen to have grown so vastly since then, and because a life-
time later they began to be of some weight (growing to a
quarter of a million inhabitants), and two lifetimes later were
the deciding point in the great quarrel with France.
The Death of Raleigh. In 1618, while the first colonization
of America was proceeding, came the fall and death of Sir
Walter Raleigh, which was of the first importance because it
marked the end of the piracies. In other words, it was the
close of a situation which under Elizabeth had become intoler-
able, when England had been continuously imperilled, and no
one had benefited, except the rapacious courtiers (and the Queen,
who was dragged in their wake), by acts which made the regular
Governments more and more hostile to this country. Sir
Walter Raleigh lay, it will be remembered, under sentence of
death for having conspired against the Throne, but he had not
been executed; he held a very great position in the public eye,
he was popular as well, and James had thought it politic to
spare him.
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